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Environmental management

Requirements for 
supply and disposal

Resource-efficient circular economy

Transport systems

Water protection

Road construction

 Urban development

Economic support

Energy supply

 Street cleaning

Land development, open spaces for 
flood protection / rainfall management

Settlement structure

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE
 Drinking water + wastewater

BUSINESS UNITS

 � Water Resources  

Management

We analyze developments and 

develop measures for the sustain-

ability of water supply and waste-

water disposal.

 � Sustainability  

Innovation and Policy

We focus on innovation processes 

and their governance in a green 

and circular economy.  

 � Systemic Risks We work on making systems, 

such as, e.g. the supply of raw 

materials, less vulnerable to crises. 

 � Mobility We develop innovative mobility 

concepts and explore the impacts 

of transport policy instruments.

SELECTED PROJECTS
  

Global copper flow Development of a global copper flow 

model

German Innovation 

Prize IKU

Honoring the most innovative German 

ideas for climate and the environment

r+TeTra Analyzing the success of implementing 

innovative technologies for resource 

efficiency 

The German 

government’s Trace 

Substance Strategy

Organization, implementation and eva l-

uation of the national stakeholder dialog 

on trace substances in water

INTEGRIS Bundled infrastructure planning and 

integrated conversion of regional supply 

systems

LowCarb RFC European rail freight corridors going 

carbon-neutral

Digi und Öko Analyzing the potentials of digitalization 

for environmental protection 

MFS Advice on further developing the German 

government’s Mobility and Fuels Strategy

OUR EXPERTISE

Sustainable development requires the transformation of entire 

systems in the direction of environmental and societal compati-

bility. The Competence Center Sustainability and Infrastructure 

Systems at Fraunhofer ISI analyzes the conditions of this transfor-

mation from a systemic perspective.

For a balanced economic development and the simultaneous re-

duction of environmental pollution, innovations are needed that 

increase the efficiency of resource use and reduce emissions. Our 

research strengthens the knowledge base required for this task. 

The transformation towards sustainability requires adapting the 

structural framework conditions. We show how to make various 

sustainability goals compatible with each other. 

We regard innovations in individual products, processes and prac-

tices as well as long-term sectoral developments. Our scientific 

analyses provide our clients from politics, administrations, associ-

ations and businesses with impulses for sustainable development. 


